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Silesia and Saxony were being captured and recaptured
again and again, like pawns in a game, but nothing really
decisive had happened. Even Kaunitz began to wonder
whether it would not be wiser to negotiate for peace.

The next year, however, was somewhat more hopeful
for Austria. France had been defeated by England on
the American continent, and England, now firmly estab-
lished as a world power, needed Prussia's support no
longer. Frederick's armies were exhausted. He was
defeated on October 9, 1761, by Laudon at Schweidnitz
in Silesia, and Kolberg in East Prussia was captured by
the Russians,

Kaunitz believed that Austria might now conclude
a more favourable peace. Besides, Elisabeth of Russia
was dying, and it was well known that Peter III., her
successor, was an admirer of Frederick of Prussia, and
that, undoubtedly, Russia would join Prussia after the
Tsarina's death. Now, however, Choiseul, who was
again in a warlike mood, did not wish to talk of peace,
and when Elisabeth died on January 5, 1762, Austria
had lost a somewhat ineffectual, but yet powerful ally.

Peter immediately dismissed his German prisoners,
and signed a peace treaty with Prussia. Frederick, who
realised that his situation was saved at the eleventh hour,
could now withdraw his armies from the eastern frontiers
and concentrate them in Silesia. By May, when Peter
was murdered, Frederick's strength had revived.

Catherine, " little Sophie Zerbst/' Peter's widow and
successor, whose hatred of Frederick was equal to that
of the other women involved in the Seven Years War, at
once declared war on Prussia. Tchemikoff, her General
in Silesia, was ordered to change his position and to fight
with the Austrians against Prussia. It is recorded as an
historical fact that Frederick persuaded Tchernikoff with